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Rector 
 

Reverend Martin Wood, The Rectory, Church Lane,  
 Cheriton Bishop EX6 6HY 01647 24119 

 
 

Whitestone and Oldridge Churchwarden 
 

Dr. Jane Richards, Quarryfield House, Whitestone EX4 2JS 
(01392 811492) 

Vicky Bryant   01392 811391  
 

 

 

 

FEBRUARY 2026 

Oldridge 

Pathfinder 

Whitestone 

Price 50p 
Annually £5 

Annual subscriptions are now due 
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NORTH KENN MISSION COMMUNITY 
 
 

SERVICES FOR FEBRUARY 
 

 
Sunday 1

st 
February 

   No service at Whitestone 

10:30 am Holcombe Burnell     Team Communion   Revd V Lee 

 
Thursday 5

th 
February 

 

10:30 am Pathfinder    Morning Prayer    Lay led 
 
Sunday 8

th 
February 

 

  9:30 am Whitestone     Parish Communion  Revd P Sourbut 
  9:30 am Holcombe Burnell   Holy Communion   Revd V Lee 
11:00 am  Cheriton Bishop   Family Service    Lay led 
  3:00 pm Pathfinder    Prayer and Fellowship 
  3:00 pm Tedburn St Mary   Evening Prayer    Lay led 
 
Sunday 15

th 
February 

 

  9:30 am Cheriton Bishop   Parish Communion   Revd Martin Wood 
11:00 am Whitestone     Parish Worship    Revd Martin Wood  
11:00 am  Holcombe Burnell   Morning Prayer    Lay led  
  3:00 pm Pathfinder    Evening Prayer    Revd Martin Wood 

 
Wednesday 18

th 
February     Ash Wednesday 

 

10:30 am Pathfinder    Holy Communion   Revd Martin Wood 

 
Sunday 22

nd 
February 

  

  9:30 am Cheriton Bishop   Morning Prayer    Lay led    
  9:30 am Tedburn St Mary   Holy Communion CW  Revd Martin Wood  
11:00 am Holcombe Burnell   Family Service    Revd Martin Wood 
  3:00 pm Pathfinder    United Service     
  6:00 pm Whitestone     Evening Prayer    Revd Martin Wood 
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FROM THE RECTOR 
 
 

Making Good Habits 
  

It is said that we are creatures of habit. Habits can be both good 
and bad. It is thought that the brain carries out actions without you 
having to think about them. These become our habits. The  
subconscious is considered the most reliable part of the mind. As 
you practice doing something, you're transferring that action to your 
subconscious. People often say the more I think about it, the  
harder it is.  It is helpful for us to have good habits.  A simple  
example of a good habit could be brushing our teeth twice a day. 
Our teeth and our dentists really appreciate that good habit. It is a 
habit that prevents future problems. Given how good it is, you 
might be surprised to hear that only about 75% of adults maintain 
this habit. When I think of habits, I find it much easier to focus on 
the bad habits. A quick list of some of the bad habits: eating  
unhealthily, drinking too much alcohol, not drinking enough water 
and not taking enough exercise. Like most things in life, doing good 
needs extra effort, which often makes good habits harder to 
achieve. Conversely, doing little to help ourselves can lead to the 
development of bad habits. It is all too easy to fall into bad habits! 
 
Which brings us to Wednesday, 18

th
 February, Ash Wednesday and 

the beginning of Lent. When I go into school and explain the 
church seasons, I explain Lent as the season for watching and 
waiting. We are waiting for Easter. The watching part is a little  
harder. We are watching to see how we are doing in our  
relationship with God. We are looking for areas where we can stop 
doing wrong. We also want to improve and develop in new ways. It 
is always good to help others and ourselves into better situations. A 
traditional approach is to give something up or start something new 
for Lent. You commit to doing this for the forty days. I wondered 
how long it took for things to become a habit. It was thought to be 
three weeks, but recent research suggests sixty-six days. So, a 
good Lenten observance is well on the way to becoming a new 
habit. Sadly, if you do not maintain it, it is unlikely to become a  
lifelong habit. I am sure Lent is always a timely reminder that we 
need to review and adjust our relationship with God. The wonder is 
that God does not tire of my below-average performance but rather 
encourages me to make the most of life and see how things grow 
and develop. So why not do something good for Lent? It might  
become a good habit, and it will certainly help you and other  
people. 
 
 

Rev. Martin Wood. The Rectory, Church Lane, Cheriton Bishop EX6 6HY 01647 24119 
(Tuesday to Sunday) revwood163@gmail.com 
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Sally White 
 

 

Visiting Foot Health Practitioner 

 

Professional help for all your foot 

care needs 

 

S.A.C. Dip, FHPP, FHPT 

 

Tel: 07503199473 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  Breezy Paws 
 

  Charlotte Breeze 
  Dog Grooming 
 

  * Offering pick ups and drop offs * 
  * Multi dog discount * 
 

  07510 646157 
  charlottebreeze@hotmail.co.uk 
  Find us on Facebook! 
 

  Based in Nadderwater, Exeter 

01392 811733 
07825 082960 

A Great Selection 
 

    of Christian Resources for individuals, 
for churches, for schools, and ministers. 
Come into our shop to see our selection 
and/or get advice. Call us and tell us what 
you need. If not in stock we will do the 
research for you and get it as quickly as 
we can. Bulk orders our speciality. 

 

We also have a great selection of Bibles – 
Large print, Journaling, study versions and 

more, all to see in our shop or on-line 
 

Open 9.30am – 5pm Monday to Saturday  

 

3 Okehampton Street, St Thomas, Exeter 
EX4 1DW 

 

01392 427171   www.bridgebookshop.co.uk   
sales@bridgebookshop.co.uk 

http://www.bridgebookshop.co.uk


5 

 

 

Whitestone Prayer Group 
 

Look to grow in prayer and faith 
with local Christians usually 

meeting  once a month. 
 

Next meeting is 
Monday 2nd February 2026 

Come and Join Us 
 

7.30 pm to 8.45 pm at 
Gary & Mary’s house at 

3 Exe View Cottages 
Whitestone  EX4 2JJ 

07772 393965 

 

PAYING YOUR £5 MAGAZINE 
SUBSCRIPTION  

 

Many thanks to those who have 
already paid their annual magazine 
subscription of £5 either in cash or via 
BACs. If you haven't paid yet, it would 
be appreciated if you can do so as 
soon as possible. BACs payment 
details can be obtained from me at:                
          
vbryant269@gmail.com  
Thank you  
Vicky Bryant 

 

Lent Course 2026 
 

Exploring the seven signs of  
Jesus in John’s Gospel 

 

 John’s Seven Signs 
  

John’s Gospel uses only seven signs or miracles. We will look at these passages 
and see what we can learn about them and our discipleship. We will examine the 

bible texts to see what we can learn about faith and Jesus. 
 

There will be five sessions on Wednesdays at 3 pm at Pathfinder Church,  
or on Wednesday at 7 pm in a Zoom Meeting online 

 

To get the Zoom meeting link, please send an email to revwood163@gmail.com,  

and I will email you back the Zoom meeting link. 

Date and Time Theme 

Wednesday 25th Feb. 3.00 pm 
Pathfinder Church or 7 pm Zoom 

Water into wine 

Wednesday 4th March 3.00 pm 
Pathfinder Church or 7 pm Zoom 

Two Healings 

Wednesday 11th March 3.00 pm 
Pathfinder Church or 7 pm Zoom 

Feeding 5000 and walking on 
Water 

Wednesday 18th March 3.00 pm 
Pathfinder Church or 7 pm Zoom 

Healing a man born blind 

Wednesday 25th March 3.00 pm 
Pathfinder Church or 7 pm Zoom 

Raising Lazarus 
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Aerials & Satellite 
City & Guilds NVQ 

 

01363 777190  07841 644395 
 

kev@kevinosborneaerials.co.uk 

 
Aerial Upgrades ** All aspects of Installation and Repair 

** Existing Aerial & Satellite Problems Resolved **  

Discrete Installation ** DAB Radio Aerial ** Extra TV 

Points 

Free Advice ** Free Quotation Service ** Free Signal 

Check 
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H E N R Y J. N E T H E R W A Y 
 
 

Carpenter & Joinery Manufacturer 
 
 

Pitt Farm, Churchtown, Whitestone, Exeter, EX4 2LG 
 
 

07710 434760 (mobile)  01392 811829 (tel/ans) 

Mitchell Funeral Services 
 

Your local Funeral Directors 

In your time of need we'll take care of all the funeral 
arrangements. Call us 24 hours a day. 

We also supply Funeral Pre-Payment Plans 
 

King William Street, Exeter EX4 6PD 
Tel: 01392 272682 
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-  Compromised drainage due to impact on the ditch 
    in the hedge 
-  Visual impact fro the A30 and Fingle Glen Golf  
    Club 
-  Concerns about stability of the retained earth 
    works, slippage, land slides etc. 
-  Concerns about the proposed agricultural building 
    and demonstrable agricultural impact. 
-  Furthermore, there is a lack of information  
    regarding the application in terms of drainage 
    environmental assessment, bi diversity impact etc. 
There was no support from attendees at the Parish 
Council meeting for the development and clear 
opposition from the local parishioners. 
 

Refusal of Planning Permission 
25/01661/AGRFDR  Agricultural building for storage 
of vehicles, hay and fodder on land at Ngr 283487 
94080, Heath Cross. 
 
93. MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION 
93.1  Signage:  unsuitable road access for HGV for 
minor roads off the C50. 
Discussion took place regarding this issue and 
investigation will take place regarding prices for  A3 
signs being placed on the roads affected. 
 

93.2  Improvements at bus stop area 
Cllr Belt reported on this area. 
 

93.3  Crossway Park 
Cllr Taylor reported that the slide has now been 
repaired.   
Cllr Taylor to make enquiries for a rules and 
regulation sign for the playpark. 
 

93.4  Quotation for pruning of walnut tree and other 
trees at bus stop area. 
To be left until next financial year 
 

93.5   Donation to Parish Hall Committee for kitchen 
refurbishment  
This had been decided at December meeting but will 
be paid at this meeting. 
 

93.6   Legal costs for Lower Hare Farm 
Cllr Stott reported on the current situation and a 
decision was made by the Council that the 
outstanding sum of £5,031.06 (solicitors costs from 
the Judicial Review) should now be paid.  
 

94. FINANCE 
94.1  Bank balances at Nat West Bank as at 31st 
December  2025 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

\continued on page 11 

Current Account      £200.00 

Business Reserve Account 1 £23.490.54 

Business Reserve Account 2   £3,555.64 

  £27,246.18 

WHITESTONE PARISH COUNCIL  MINUTES 
15th JAN 2026 
 
Minutes of Whitestone at Whitestone Parish Hall at 
7.30pm on Thursday 15th January 2026 
 

Attendance: Chair – Cllr T Baird 
Councillors  M Belt, M Frankum, C Lang, E Purser, 
   P Stott, T Taylor, 
District Councillor J Parrott  
Mrs P Vaughan, Clerk to the Council. 
Ms M Gibbard, Mr P Mingo, Mr D Brewer 
Apologies:- County Councillor A Connett,   
 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
Mr Brewer spoke to the meeting regarding the 
planning application for Stoodleys Farm and his 
comments were duly noted. 
 

89. Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 11th 
December 2025 having been circulated were taken 
as read and signed by the Chair. 
 

90. REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR   
District Councillor Parrott reported on the current 
situation regarding re-organisation of the District 
Councils. 
 

91. MATTERS RAISED BY THE CHAIR 
Cllr Baird noted that thanks had been given to 
Whitestone Parish Council for arranging the taxi 
scheme in operation for the Parish due to the road 
closures. 
She also gave thanks to Mr Mingo  gritting on the 
lastlot of bad weather and for taking on the job of 
Snow Warden for the Parish and he indicated that 
although he has not as yet undertaken any training 
he has arranged for  delivery of grit for the roads 
and Cllr Baird indicated that she would be sending 
him a list of the grit bins within the Parish.  
 

92. PLANNING - Applications can be viewed on 
line by going into the public access system at 
Teignbridge Planning following the directions giving 
the application reference.  The following 
applications having been received from 
Teignbridge District Council with a request for 
comments were examined and responses will sent 
which can be viewed on Teignbridge District 
Council Planning site. 
 

92.1 25/01848/FUL/25/01849/FUL25/01850/
FUL25/01851/FUL25/01852 Erection of agricultural 
building to house rotary dairy parlour at Upper 
Kingswell Farm. 
The Council reviewed this application and no 
concerns were raised. 
 

92.2 26/01986/FUL  Retention of earth works at 
Stoodley Farm, Six Mile Hill. 
The Council received significant concerns from the 
community regarding this proposal:- 
-  Environmental concern around moving soil 
-  The makeup of material that is creating the  
   levelled area being structurally unsound 
-  Concerns about the track 
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Family business, 
  established 25 years 
 

House clearance service 
 

Removal service 
 

Scrap metal collection  
including 
  washing machines, 
  cookers, etc. 
 

Free quotations 
 

Fully insured 
 
 

**NEW ** Steam cleaning service for 
gardens, patios, car engines as well as 

industrial items including lorries 
 

Phone Tim on 01392 427415 or 07887694873 

Rochelles Curtains and Blinds 
 

(Covering Exeter, East Devon, South Hams and Dartmoor) 

CUSTOM MADE CURTAINS, BLINDS AND AWNINGS 

Bespoke cushion covers made for boats, caravans, sofas etc 

Foam cut to size 

Free measuring and consultation service 

Professional interior styling 

Wide selection of fabrics to choose from 

We also make with your own fabrics 

In House making service in Devon 

Tracks and poles made to measure and bent to fit 

All types of blinds 

30+ years of experience 

Alterations to existing curtains (subject to terms) 

Full fitting service 

Telephone: 01626 618286  Mobile: 075256 618286 
email: enquiries@rochellescurtains.co.uk 

www.rochellescurtains.co.uk 

We are a small specialist family run business based in Devon for over 
30 years and cover domestic and commercial projects of all sizes. 
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PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES  15th January 2026 
 
/Continued from page 9 

Income 
94.2 1 School Houses rental to 2

nd
 January  

£950.00 - £114.00 (includes £19.00 VAT) =      £836.00 
94.3 2 School Houses rental to 7

th
 February  

£1,100.00 - £132.00 (includes £22.00 VAT) =   £968.00 
 

Expenditure 
The following expenditure was proposed and 
seconded for payment. All in favour and the cheques 
were signed by Councillors Baird and Belt 
 

94.4  L Blades (Lengthsman works)          £220.00 
94.5  T W Woodley (Allsorts) (5 weeks  
cleaning of Whitestone Park Toilets)    £80.00  
94.6  Whitestone Parish Hall (hire of rooms  
for meetings/Park facilities)            £101.10 
94.7  Whitestone Parish Hall  
Donation towards kitchen refurbishment        £100.00  
 

95 REPORTS 
95.1 Cllr Taylor reported that she will liaise with District 
Councillor Parrott regarding potholes within the Parish. 
 

95.2 Cllr Belt reported that she had to get a road 
sweeper out regarding mud on the road going out of 
the village. Also that the Hall Committee are in talks 
regarding a banner to advertise the Parish Hall. 
 

95.3 Cllr Lang reported people having a BBQ in the 
playpark and this is not permitted. 
 

The meeting closed at 9.15pm 
 
 

   TEDBURN ST MARY W.I. 
   JANUARY 2026  NEWSLETTER  
 

 

Tedburn St Mary WI celebrated the festive 
season - Christmas and New Year, with a 
lunch party at The Travellers Rest. Members 
were served a delicious meal by the pub, and 
everyone had a most enjoyable time. Many 
thanks to all the staff at The Travellers Rest, 
who worked so hard to make it such a special 
occasion. It was much appreciated. 
 

Tedburn St Mary WI members have also 
participated in a craft session and walk, getting 
2026 off to a busy start. 
  

Our regular meetings are held in Tedburn St 
Mary Village Hall on the first Tuesday of each 
month, at 7.30pm. As always, we love to meet 
prospective new members, and you will be 
warmly welcomed if you would like to attend. 
There are lots of activities on offer at Tedburn 
St Mary WI every month, including good 
speakers, walks, and knitting and craft 
sessions. Remember that the first meeting 
attended is free, to enable you to decide 
whether to join our WI.   
Just contact either Jane or Rachel.  
President Jane:    Tel 07814659526    
Secretary Rachel: Tel  01647 61868 

POETRY CORNER 
 

Green (and hitherto Pleasant) Land? 
 

The largest island in the world that guards the Arctic 
Ocean 
 is causing quite a stir these days…….a Trump inspired 
commotion. 
This land of mainly Inuits, part of the Danish nation, 
has served for donkey’s years as NATO’s early warning 
station 
 against those Soviets of yore (rehashed as Putin’s 
Russians)  
but now could be the focus of some long-term 
repercussions. 
 

Trump wants it for himself to boost the Empire of the 
Yanks 
and won’t accept the Greenlanders’ and Danes’ polite 
“No thanks!” 
 

It seems the deal they’ve had for ages hosting US troops 
is not enough to stop him forcing Danes to jump through 
hoops. 
Their offers to allow him mining minerals they need 
cuts no mustard with a bloke who’s famous for his greed. 
It’s not enough to satisfy his lust for empire building 
nor is it clear to him that Greenland’s lily needs no 
gilding. 
He will not sanction NATO allies guarding their own soil. 
Allies who (for once!) are offering to share the toil 
against the threat he claims of Russian or Chinese 
aggression 
(a claim to justify his case for Danish dispossession!) 
These are the Allies who from time to time he would 
berate 
for penny-pinching on defence and not pulling their 
weight. 
He’s clear he’s gonna win by purchase or by force of 
arms, 
which understandably for most has triggered the alarms. 
“If buying Greenland from the Danes is out of the 
equation 
I’ll take a leaf from Putin’s book and get it by invasion! 
What can the Europeans do, those toothless jerks in 
Brussels? 
There’s no way they can lift a finger, challenge US 
muscles!” 
 

What happened to that motto, claiming that “In God we 
trust” 
if threatening with tariffs forces “allies” to go bust 
ensuring that defence budgets he’d bullied them to boost 
cannot be met from incomes now dramatic’ly reduced! 
Tariffs that he hitherto has not imposed on Putin 
(another fellow autocrat for whom he’s clearly rootin’!) 
who’s sitting on the sidelines now and grinning ear to 
ear, 
who’ll benefit the most from Donald’s bid to commandeer 
that sov’reign territory that the Greenlanders hold dear,  
an act that signals NATO’s death knell leaving the coast 
clear 
for Russia to do what it wants in Europe’s hemisphere. 
 

But what on earth do normal citizens of Uncle Sam 
make of one whose claim to fame is he’s The Great I 
Am? 
 

Paraphrasing Brian’s mother Mandy’s lame excuse… 
 “He isn’t the Messiah!.......He’s a cannon…. and he’s 
loose!” 
 
Jobe January 2026 
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Date Speaker Title 

Wednesday 4 
Feb 2026 

David Westcott 

 

Richard III and the Princes in the Tower 
David’s talk will investigate the reign of one of England’s most 
controversial Kings, Richard III, who visited Exeter 2 years 
before he was killed in battle. He will look at the various 
stories surrounding the fate of the Princes in the Tower during 
Richard III’s reign. 
 

Wednesday 11 
Feb 2026 
  

John Dean 

 

Scars that Shine: The Madonnas of Pervyse, Mairi 
Chisholm and Elsie Knocker -  WWI Women Heroes. 
Exeter born Elsie Knocker and her Scottish colleague Mairi 
Chisholm were called the Madonnas of Pervyse in recognition 
of their front line care of casualties and innovations in the 
Belgian trenches of WW1.They received national honours. 
 

Wednesday 18 
Feb 2026 

Caroline 
Stephens 

 

General Health, Feel energised & fabulous everyday! 
Caroline’s talk will describe what being healthy means and 
how we can both maintain our general health and improve our 
energy levels and feelings of wellbeing. 
 

Wednesday 25 
February 2025 

Dame Julia 
Slingo 

 

My role at the Met Office. 
Dame Julia Slingo served as Chief Scientist at the Met Office 
for nearly 8 years.  She was made a Dame in the 2014 New 
Year Honours for her services to weather and climate 
science. Before joining the Met Office she was the Director of 
Climate Research at the University of Reading. 
 

EXETER FORUM  
Meetings take place in the Mint Methodist Church, Fore Street, Exeter, EX4 3AT on Wednesday mornings.  The 
talks start at 10:45am, while coffee is available from 10:15am. Full descriptions of talks and speakers appear on the 
Exeter Forum website www.exeterforum.org  Visitors are welcome subject to a small charge for each talk.  

 

Best-One Tedburn Village Stores 
 

 

Shop opening times: 
 

7:30AM-6:30PM Mondays to Saturdays 
8:00AM-6:30PM Sundays and Bank Holidays 

 

Tedburn offers a wide selection of products from groceries, frozen, chilled, veg,  

dairy products, greeting cards, etc. as well as in-house cooked hot pies and pasties,  

 FREE TO USE cash machine, The National Lottery, daily newspapers and magazines. 

 
EVRI, Yodel, DPD, UPS, DHL and Royal Mail Parcel Services are also available 

Full Paypoint services, including TV licensing, bill payments, phone top-up etc. 

 

PHONE: 01647 61320 
EMAIL: shop@allstock.co.uk 

 

http://www.exeterforum.org/
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BRAIN TEASER CORNER 
 
 
 
 

  If an insect is the nicest animal 
on earth, ocelots are the ….. what? 

 

 Answer next month   

BRAIN TEASER CORNER 
 
 

  What two-digit number replaces the 
     question marks in this sequence? 
 

   ??  81  02  22  42 
The answer is 61 . If you reverse the digits, it’s a 
simple sequence that increases by 2. 

THIS  MONTH’S BRAIN TEASER 

LAST MONTH’S BRAIN TEASER 

Road Warden Scheme –  
Helping Our Community Care for 
Our Roads 
 

The Road Warden Scheme is a 
partnership between Devon County 
Council and town or parish councils, giving 
local communities the opportunity to help 
look after their area by carrying out small, 
practical jobs in and around the public 
highway. 
 

The scheme allows trained volunteers to 
undertake minor works, either on the live 
carriageway or away from it, helping to 
improve the appearance, safety, and 
environmental value of our roads and 
verges. 
 

Why get involved? 
• Helps the community carry out small jobs 
that Devon County Council is not legally 
required to do and may no longer have 
the resources to deliver. 

• Free training provided through Devon 
County Council. 

• Third-party insurance provided for 
approved works. 

• Communities gain priority status when 
applying for the Highway Maintenance 
Community Enhancement (HMCE) Fund. 

• A positive way to take pride in and 
improve our local area 

 

What kind of work can Road Wardens do? 
Road Warden volunteers may help with: 
• Minor pothole repairs (where they do not 
meet intervention criteria). 

• Clearing weeds and cutting back 
vegetation. 

• Cleaning road signs and gully gratings. 
• Cutting grass (with guidance provided) 
• Repairing finger posts. 
• Managing roadside verges to support 
wildlife 

All works are agreed in advance with the 
local Highway Neighbourhood Officer and 
carried out in line with Devon County 
Council guidance. Road Wardens do not 
carry out safety-critical repairs, which 
remain the responsibility of the council. 
 
How to get involved 
If you’d like to find out more about 
becoming a Road Warden or supporting 
the scheme in our community, please 
contact: Councillor Tracy Baird 
 cllr.tbwpc@gmail.com  
This is a great opportunity to make a 
practical difference locally, meet others, 
and help keep our roads and verges 
looking their best. 
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GARETH J CLATWORTHY 
 

Interior & Exterior Quality Decorating 
 

‘LOWER HURSTON’ 
 Tel: (01392) 811819                Tedburn Road 
     07925 054796                   Whitestone 
  gj.clatworthy@gmail.com                   Devon  
                 EX4 2HF 

 

 

RM House &  
Commercial Clearance 

including 
 

Houses, Workshops, Garages & Gardens 
Any size job 

 

Call/txt 07578 869 650  

Shawthorne Bungalow 
Whitestone 

Exeter EX4 2JS      Tel: 01392-811374 
 

Mary Belt 
 

Dressmaking  Curtains  Alterations  Repairs 
Zip Replacements 

CAN WE HELP YOU? 
 

Do you have a business that could benefit 
from being advertised more widely? 

 

Whitestone Parish Magazine has a couple 
of advertising spaces available. Our 

magazine is delivered monthly to around 
220 households locally. 

COMPLETE MOBILE VALET ING 
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

 

Domestic & Commercial Carpets, Rugs & Upholstery 
Professionally Cleaned. Fully Insured. 

Competitive Prices & Multi Room Discounts. 
Fast, Friendly & Efficient Service 

 

Call Chris Vickery on 07759 929922 
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YOUR PARISH COUNCIL NEEDS YOU 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Got opinions? Like your village and parish? 

We need you! 
 

Our Parish Council is looking for new 

councillors — ordinary people who care about 

where they live and want to help shape its 

future. 
 

No experience needed, no suits required — 

just a bit of common sense, curiosity, and 

some time to spare. You’ll help with local 

projects, planning comments, community 

events and keeping our parish a great place 

to live. 
 

It’s surprisingly interesting, occasionally 

challenging, and very rewarding. 
 

Fancy finding out more or applying? Contact 

the clerk: 

 patricia.vaughan2@btinternet.com 

 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
FOR REPORTING FRAUD 

 

Action Fraud is now REPORT FRAUD. 
 
Staring on the 4th of December 2025, the City 
of London Police began the soft launch of  
REPORT FRAUD, a new service that replaces 
Action Fraud as the national platform for  
reporting cyber crime and fraud. Throughout 
December, Action Fraud began transitioning to 
REPORT FRAUD.  Traffic to the old Action 
Fraud website was gradually redirected to  
REPORT FRAUD, helping to ensure a smooth 
transition for the public.  The soft launch is now 
complete.  
  
What's Changing? 
The new REPORT FRAUD service has been 
designed by City of London Police to provide a 
better experience for victims and deliver  
improved information to law enforcement. 
  
The New REPORT FRAUD Service Includes: 
A new REPORT FRAUD Contact Centre and 
online reporting tool, where victims can make 
reports of cyber crime and fraud. 
The REPORT FRAUD Victim Service (formerly 
the National Economic Crime Victim Care Unit), 
continuing to provide specialist victim support.  
  
How To Report Fraud and Cyber Crime 
Members of the public can now report cyber 
crime and fraud at reportfraud.police.uk or by 
calling 0300 123 2040 (the original Action Fraud 
phone number). 
 
If you would like more information about the  
Report Fraud service, please visit: 
reportfraud.police.uk 
    
  
     Message Sent By 
    Mick Harrison 
    (Devon & Cornwall Police,  
    Cyber Protect Officer, Devon & Cornwall) 

 

Help keep pavements & roads safe! 
 

But remember - Grit is for public roads & 
paths only - not private drives! 

• When using a council grit bin: • Clear 
snow/ice first 

• Spread a small amount — about a 
tablespoon of salt per 1 m² (this light layer 
helps prevent ice forming without waste)   

• Focus on footpaths, tyre tracks & high-
traffic spots 

• Apply before frost or as ice starts forming 
• Wear bright/hi-vis clothing for safety 
• Report empty or damaged bins to your 

council via their website. 
Stay safe and help your community!  
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HAVE YOU EVER CONSIDERED FOSTERING 
 

Dear Community/Parish/Village Hall, 
  

We are a local charity-based fostering and fostering short 
breaks service and have been operating across Devon 
for 20 years. There is an urgent need to attract new  
people to think about becoming foster carer(s) and we 
are making efforts across our Devon communities to 
search for new people who may be interested. Nationally 
and locally, children/young people in need of fostering 
support currently outweigh the amount of available foster 
carers that can provide this vital care.  
  
If there is anything else you can do to help, please get in 
touch with me. 
  
Thank you very much for your time and help. 
  
Regards 
Andrew Fitzell  
  
Practice Manager, Family Breaks Devon 
Action for Children Fostering South West Peninsula and 
Family Breaks Devon Regus, Exeter Business Park, 1 
Emperor Way, Exeter EX1 3QS. 
07525 734144 | 01392 360865| @actnforchildren |  
actionforchildren.org.uk 

VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED FOR 
ST. CATHERINE’S CHURCH 

 

St. Catherine's PCC are in need of volunteers 
to join the team to help keep the church clean. 
(You do not need to attend church services - 
just a willingness to help us out). 
 

What does this involve? 
You would be added to the cleaning rota and 
would be responsible for cleaning the church 
approximately every 8 weeks. Cleaning  mainly 
involves vacuuming the carpets and floor areas, 
removing any obvious cobwebs and a little  
polishing if needed. We have a vacuum cleaner 
and dusters etc which are kept in the church for 
cleaning purposes. Typically this takes around 
40 minutes.  
 

Please email Mary if you think you can help or 
require more information at: 
             colsonmary47@gmail.com 
Thank you  
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BOOK CLUB REVIEW 
DECEMBER 2025 

 

The Trouble with Goats and Sheep  
by Joanna Cannon 

 

This book successfully captures the claustrophobia 
of suburban life in 1970s Britain.  
 

The book title comes from a parable and highlights 
the difficulty in judging others and reveals that 
everyone, even those who seem "sheep-like," hide 
secrets and flawed "goatish" behaviour. 
 

A heatwave is blazing and Mrs Creasy is missing. 
The cul-de-sac is alive with whispers and long 
buried secrets bring old resentments to the 
surface. For 10 year-old Grace’s best friend Tilly, 
the mystery is a welcome distraction from the 
usual summer holiday boredom and they decide to 
take matters into their own hands. 
 

An entertaining read with many characters, both a 
mystery and tragedy. Fragments of the story slowly 
appear until the mystery is solved with a surprising 
climax. 
 

The book created feelings of nostalgia for a 
simpler time, with glimpses of what people will do 
under duress, and how the more people that are 
involved, the more intense and dangerous things 
can become.  
 

We enjoyed this book, despite the convoluted plot 
and many characters to keep track of. It has an 
undercurrent of serious emotions - the price of 
buried lies, the cost of wanting to belong and the 
effects of prejudice against differences and 
assumptions people make about each other. 

BOOK CLUB REVIEW 
JANUARY 2026 

 

The Heart goes Last 
by Margaret Atwood 

 
Atwood puts the human heart to the ultimate test in 
this book.  
 

Stan and Charmaine are trying to stay afloat in an 
economic and social collapse. Job loss has left 
them vulnerable and forced to live in their car. They 
desperately need to improve their situation. The 
Positron Project in the town of Consilience seems to 
be the answer. No one is unemployed and everyone 
gets a comfortable house to live in. On alternating 
months, residents must leave their homes and 
function as inmates in the Positron prison system. 
When their month of prison service is complete, 
they can return to their "civilian" homes.  
 

At first, this doesn't seem like a big sacrifice to make 
in order to have shelter and food to eat. But when 
Charmaine becomes romantically involved with the 
man who lives in their house while she and Stan are 
in the prison, a series of troubling events unfold, 
putting Stan's life in danger.  
 

With each passing day, Positron looks less like a 
solution and more like a chilling prophecy. This book 
explores themes of desperation, desire, greed, 
exploitation and brutality. It describes a project that 
impacts personal freedom and an attempt at total 
social control.  
 

With superb writing, Atwood creates a vivid vision of 
society decay, of struggle and hope—and the 
timeless workings of the human heart. It ends 
ambiguously with Charmaine and Stan together 
again but questioning their reality, as a "restorative" 
brain procedure is revealed as a placebo, leaving 
them to find their own way back to love in the 
dystopian world of Positron.  
 

The book has themes of free will, identity, and 
manufactured happiness in a society where love is 
manipulated. 
 

It generated a good discussion, and had mixed 
reviews. A challenging book to kick off the new year! 
 

At our next meeting on February 9th we will review 
Watership Down by Richard Adams 

 

THE 100 CLUB DRAW 
IN AID OF THE 

WHITESTONE PLAYPARK 
 

Every month, a number from 1 to 100 is drawn 
by a parishioner at the Parish Council meeting. 

This month’s lucky number was 30 which is 
held by Tabitha Thom who collect the prize of 

£25  
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JOBS FOR THE PARISH WARDEN 

If you notice any damage to Parish property, build up 
of litter, blocked roadside ditches, or any other matter 
that would improve the environment and well-being of 
Parishioners or visitors within the Parish boundaries, 
please contact the Parish Warden’s line manager. 
 

Cllr Mary Belt  on 01392 811374 
 

wpccontacthub@gmail.com  

The LAST DATE for contributions to 
the next Parish Magazine  

(March 2026) is  
 

Monday 16th February 
 

EMAIL ADDRESS 
 

magazine@superjock.co.uk 

WEEKLY EVENTS IN FEBRUARY 2026 

Day Dates Event 

Mon 2nd, 16th &23rd 
Pilates 

Parish Hall 
6.15 to 7.15 pm.  

Tue 10th, 17th & 24th 
Short Mat Bowls  

Parish Hall 
7.30 to 9.30pm 

Wed 11th, 18th & 25th 
Short Mat Bowls  

Parish Hall 
10.00 - 12 noon 

Thu 19th & 26th 
Parish Pals 
Parish Hall 

10.00  - 12 noon 

Fri 13th, 20th & 27th 
Short Mat Bowls  

Parish Hall 
7.30 to 9.30pm  

  DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  

Sun 1 Feb 

Whitestone Walkers 
Meet at Parish Hall car park at 
9:30am or at venue at 
10:20pm 

p 19 

Mon 2 Feb 
Whitestone Prayer Group 
at Gary & Mary’s house 

7.30 pm to 8.45 pm  
p 5 

Mon 9th Feb 
Arts & Crafts Club 
Parish Hall 
10.00 - 12 noon 

p 19 

Thu 12 Feb 
Book  Club 
Parish Hall 
14.00 - 16:00 

p 19 

Thu 12 Feb 
Parish Council 
Parish Hall 
7.00 - 10.00 pm 

p 19 

Mon 16 Feb 
Last date for copy for  the  
February magazine 

p 18 

Fri 20 Feb 
Exeter Quilters 
Parish Hall 
2.00 - 5.00 pm 

 

Sun 22 Feb 
Exeter Bonzai Society 
Parish Hall 
10.00 am - 5.00 pm 

 

Mon 23 Feb 

Social Club 

Talk by James Forshall on 
the  work of the “Friends of 
Street Children Charity”  
Parish Hall 
7:30 pm 

p 19 

 

Parish Hall 
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SOCIAL CLUB  
(Secretary Bryan Durrant 01392 811328) 
                        

 
 

Monday  
Feb 23

rd
 2026 Talk by James Forshall on the  

    work of the “Friends of Street  
    Children Charity”  
Monday 
March 23rd          Talk by Dave Westcott on the SW 

Coastpath section from Plymouth 
to Exmouth, including a bit about 
the Brunel Atmospheric Railway at 
Starcross. Dave is the person who 
has previously given us talks on 
Exeter Quay. 

 
 

The annual subscriptions for 2026 are due on 1st 
January 2026. The cost will remain at £16 for 2026. 
Money to Bryan either by cash or by bank transfer 
please (We now incur a charge for any cheques).   
The Social Club normally meets monthly, mostly in 
the Village Hall, and is a great opportunity to meet 
other people. After the speaker there is normally a 
social “bring and share” food and drink session.  
Annual membership is £16 (which includes an  
annual dinner). Non-members are most welcome to 
join us at meetings in the hall (except for the annual 
dinner) on an occasional basis at a cost of £4.00 per 
evening (£7 for the curry/quiz evening). Meetings in 
the hall normally start at 7:30pm.  
 
HANDBELLS 
We currently have a full team of handbell ringers 
and continue to meet every two to three weeks, nor-
mally on a Wednesday afternoon. For more infor-
mation contact Bryan Durrant on 811328.  
 

GARDENING CLUB 
The next meeting will be on Monday 16th February 
at 7.30pm for the AGM and a talk by Christine  
Skelmersdale on ‘The Year-Round Bulb Garden’. 
All are welcome. For further information, contact 
Lesley Williams on 07803-173305 
 

WHITESTONE ENTERTAINMENTS 
Very advance notice – The Budapest Café  
Orchestra will be returning to Whitestone on  
Saturday 7th November 2026. 
I am still waiting to hear from the Bondleigh Barn 
Band regarding a performance in the Spring.  
 

ARTS AND CRAFTS  MORNINGS  
Are you trying to finish a painting, some sewing, 
knitting or anything else? Come along to Whitestone 
Parish Hall and give yourself time to finish off your 
project. 
TIME: 10.00 to 12 noon 
COST: £2 per session 
 

            February 12th    Main Hall 
 

For further information contact Marian Durrant 
01392811328 or Nikki Phillips 07763 879897 
 
BOOK CLUB 
The next meeting will be on Monday 9th February at 
2.00p in the Parish Hall. 
 

WHITESTONE WALKERS 
Next walk on Sunday 1st February 2026 
 

A circular walk of less than 5 miles in the Teign  
Valley. Organiser & Leader Herb 
Email as above.  Tel: 07773552906 
 

Meeting at Parish Hall at 0930. or Drewsteignton 
Square at 10.00am. If you intend to meet us at 
Drewsteignton, please notify me at: 
herbpiper@hotmail.com so that we do not start 
without you. 
 

Parking is available at Drewsteignton Village Car 
Park (signposted on approach to village from 
Crockernwell direction) or passing through Village 
Square turn left towards Fingle Bridge, parking on 
left) Both locations are free but car park requests a 
donation.  
 

Walk will be muddy and very uneven surfaces in 
places.  Substantial footwear essential. 
Fingle Bridge Inn open for refreshments during 
walk or Drewe Arms in Drewsteignton Village at 
end of walk. Sunday Roast available. 
Herb. 
 

PILATES AND EXERCISE THERAPY 
Pilates with Caroline Dodd is on Monday evening in 
the Parish Hall from 6.15 to 7.15 pm. for all levels 
and abilities. Pilates can help improve posture,  
reduce pain and help you move more freely to  
improve your quality of life. £8.00 per class or 
£30.00 monthly.  
Please get in touch with Caroline if you have any  
questions or to book the Exercise Therapy class.  
Mobile 07791105987 or email: 
caroline_dodd@sky.com 
 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS 
Please contact the Parish Clerk, Pat Vaughan, for 
the latest information. (01392 411628) or view the 
Whitestone website www.whitestone-devon.org.uk 
There is no meeting in August and the next Council 
meeting is in the Billiard Room of the  Whitestone 
Parish Hall on Thursday 12th February at 7.30pm. 
 

SHORT MAT BOWLS 
We normally meet THREE times a week. However, 
the panto  means no bowls in the first week of 
February. 
Please see table on page 18  for the actual dates. 
  Tuesday  7.30 - 9.30 pm 
  Wednesday 10.00 -12 noon 
  Friday   7.30 - 9.30 pm 
The cost is only £2.50 (50p for 16s and under)  
including tea/coffee and a biscuit. 
 

To protect the green mat (rink), please wear soft 
shoes with completely flat soles if you have them.  
 
CHURCH BELL RINGING 
If you are interested in learning how to ring, please  
contact James Bryant on 01392 811391 for more  
information. Practice night is usually every  
Thursday at 7.45 until 9:00 pm. 
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ANIMALS Breezy Paws p 4 Dog grooming 

 Ford Farm Dogs p 14 Dog boarding 

  
Helen’s Dog & House Sitting 
Service 

p14 Dog and House Sitting Service 

BUILDERS Complete Mobile Valeting p 14 Carpet/Upholstery cleaning 

  Gareth J Clatworthy p 14 Painter/Decorator 

  H G Talbot p 14 Builder 

  Henry J Netherway p 8 Carpenter 

  Jonathan Miles p 14 Chimney sweep 

  Newspace Architecture p 10 Conversions/extensions, etc 

 R M House Clearance p14 House & Commercial clearance 

  Robert Williams p 6 Estate Agent 

 Stephen Heathcote p 8 Surveyor 

  Tim Allan & Daughters p 10 House clearance, removals, etc 

  T P Wainwright p 6 Builder 

  West Coast Windows p 8 Windows 

     

ELECTRICAL SERVICES ACS Electrical Services p 4 Rewires, maintenance, etc 

  Kevin Osborne p 6 Aerials & satellite 

 South West Heating p 6 Modern German heaters 

     

FARM & GARDEN Laurence Blades p 8 House & garden maintenance  

    

FUNERAL SERVICES Fine Memorials p 8 Memorials 

  LeRoy Funerals p 14 Funerals 

  Mitchell Funeral Services p 8 Funerals 

     

PERSONAL SERVICES  Castle support p 10 Care 

  Rebecca Collett p 8 Will writing & End of life planning 

 Sally White p 4 Foot Health 

    

RETAIL SHOPS Bridge Books p 4 Christian books, etc. 

  Tedburn Village Stores p 12 Including mobile store  

    

FABRICS & SEWING Mary Belt p 14 Curtains/Alterations 

 Rochelles Curtains and Blinds p 10 Custom made curtains/awnings/etc 

    

If you have any comments to make on the  
content, layout or any other matters concerning 
this magazine, please contact this month’s  
Editor: Vicky Bryant, St Catherine’s Cottage, 
Church Lane, Whitestone, Exeter  EX4 2LF 
  vbryant269@gmail.com 
  
We always welcome any suggestions to  
improve the magazine. 
 

If you wish to place an advertisement, please  
contact the editor for the current rates. 
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BOOKING THE PARISH HALL 
 

The Whitestone Parish Hall is available 
for bookings. 

  

Contact the Booking Clerk, Caroline 
Honeywill, for the latest  information. 

 

Tel: 01392 811245 email: carolinehoneywill@icloud.com 


